Clip from EV World, by editor Bill Moore

-----------------------------

Multiple Modes of Mobility

When we talk about the future of mobility and how it is likely to be completely unlike what we are used to now, I can't think of a more poignant example than the <http://faculty.washington.edu/jbs/itrans/techtable.htm>Matrix of Ready and Emergy Innovative Transportation Technologies created and maintained by Dr. Jerry Schneider (retired) at the University of Washington. Knowing my interest in not only electric vehicles, but also public and personal transit systems like Portland's Max light rail and Heathrow's <http://www.evworld.com/article.cfm?storyid=1494>ULTra PRT, he occasionally sends me links to interesting and promising new approaches to moving people and goods.

The most recent is the <http://blog.cleveland.com/pdgraphics/2008/07/23FGMONO.pdf>MonoMobile Liberator, a concept what weds a small NEV and a monorail system. Writes the <http://www.cleveland.com/news/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/business-7/1216801832121551.xml&coll=2>Cleveland Plain Dealer:

The concept for the Liberator Car is basic. The demonstration model is a three-wheeled electric car with a roof-mounted set of wheels. On the road, the car could go about 40 mph using its batteries. On the monorail, it could go 100 mph using power from the rail itself.

According to <http://www.monomobile.com>Monomobile, a nationwide monorail system would cost $513 billion dollars. "Federal, state and local governments would have to pick up the tab" with costs recouped through a 10 cents-per-mile toll on monorail use, a fee that still would fall below gasoline costs."

The two gentlemen behind the idea want to construct a 10-mile long prototype track in Ohio at an estimated cost of $10 million. Let's see, that's less than one hour of the cost of the war in Iraq, which is <http://theiraqinsider.blogspot.com/2008/02/how-much-does-iraq-war-cost-per-month.html>estimated at $14 million a hour.

Oh what we could accomplish IF we had our heads screwed on right.

