Henry Oxley’s Will

In the name of God Amen May twenty-fourth Anno Domini 1809. I Henry Oxley being sick in body but in perfect sense and memory thanks be to Almighty God and calling to remembrance the uncertain State of this transitory life and that all flesh must yield unto death when it shall please God to call, doe make constitute and ordaine and declare this my last will and testament in manner and form following revoking and annulling by these presents all and every Testament and Testaments Will and Wills heretofore by me made and declared either by word or writing and this only is to be taken for my last will and Testament and none other.  I give and commit my Soul unto Almighty God my Saviour and redeemer in whome and by the Marist’s Jesus Christ. I hope to be saved and my body to be buryed at the discretion of my beloved wife Jane Oxley whome together with Aaron Sanders  Senior  I appoint my executors of this my last Will and Testament, and now for this settling of my temporal estate and such goods and debts as it hath pleased God to bestow upon me I doe order give and bestow the same in manner and form following that is to say first I will that all these debts and dues which I owe in right or conscience to any person or persons whatsoever shall be well and truly contented and paid or ordained to be paid within convenient time after my decease by my executors above mentioned.

Item.   I give and bequeath all all (sic) my estates both real and personal to my beloved wife Jane Oxley for her compleat maintenance and my children for and during her widowhood. Should my beloved wife think proper to marry again and should  doe to my will and desire is that for her to have and enjoy the one third of my personall estate immediately after again marrying which third is paid  I give and bequeath to her forever. Should my wife remain a widow til my children arrive to years of maturity I again repeat my desire is that my estate of every kind is for her complete maintenance remains single and unmarried untill my children arrive to years of maturity my will and desire is that she have and enjoy the one third of my then remaining moveable estate and further my will and desire is should my eldest son continue with his mother and continue to conduct himself as becometh a dutifull child to a parent in all and every case as heretofore he has done I give and bequeath him a horse sadle and bridle extra. That is to say more and above what any one of my children is to have or receive, and further my will is should my son Aaron Oxley see it best for him to leave his mother before he may arive to the age of twenty-one he is not nor shall not by this my will be entitled to the above bequest of a horse saddle and bridle which horse sadle and bridle shall be to the Judgement of two honest disinterested men Judged to be worth twelve pounds Virginia currency. 

In witness whereof there unto set my hand and affix my Seale this twenty-fourth day of May in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and nine.

Signed Sealed and acknowledged of

In presence of   (ditto marks)                                                        mark

Solomon Littleton                                                               Henry  X   Oxley     his     Ld(circled)

Henry Stevens






       his

Note: all spellings are as found in the original; Marist refers to the Virgin Mary

